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It has become evident that Demo-
cratic leaders and the rest of their
party are more interested in protecting
illegal immigrants and foreign nation-
als than protecting American citizens
and passing a budget to avoid a govern-
ment shutdown.

As a government, we are charged
with supporting the well-being and
safety of all American citizens. In
order to fulfill this responsibility, we
must secure our borders, end chain mi-
gration, and mandate E-Verify as a na-
tional practice.

We don’t need to promote the prac-
tice of rewarding illegal aliens by pro-
viding jobs and safe havens, but, rath-
er, our obligation is to law-abiding
American citizens.

We cannot take care of the rest of
the world if we are unable to take care
of America and its citizens first.

———
AFL-CIO 2018 MLK CONFERENCE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
this weekend, I will join the AFL-CIO’s
2018 MLK Conference dealing with civil
and human rights. At that time, we
will discuss the GOP tax scam that
stops the labor movement in its tracks
because 83 percent of the tax cuts goes
to the wealthiest 1 percent and raises
taxes on 86 million.

I invite my constituents to join me
from 1 to 3 at the Hilton Americas,
where we will be talking about the
labor movement and the devastation of
the GOP tax scam on the American
people.

At the same time, I am glad that I
live in a nation that welcomes those
who want to serve coming from other
countries and live up to the ideals of
this country.

I want to pay tribute to Rose and
Jose Escobar. Jose came to this coun-
try under TPS from El Salvador. It is
important that this family not be bro-
ken up. Jose was unfairly deported and
deserves humanitarian parole to come
back to be with his loving wife, a cit-
izen who works for the Texas Medical
Center, and his two wonderful children.

TPS, again, is not violating or jeop-
ardizing the American people’s secu-
rity. It is a reflection of our compas-
sion, our humanity, and our respect for
those who come to this Nation fleeing
persecution and devastation. To send
back Haitians, to send back El Salva-
dorans will be a terrible tragedy, and
to send back our DREAMers will be
worse. Let’s work as Americans to
make this country what it is, our
greatest country in the world.

————

102ND ANNUAL PENNSYLVANIA
FARM SHOW
(Mr. SMUCKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Speaker, this
past Saturday I attended the 102nd An-
nual Pennsylvania Farm Show. It was
great to speak to and see so many con-
stituents there supporting and learning
about our agriculture community.

The farm show is special to Pennsyl-
vania. It is the Nation’s largest indoor
agricultural event. It showcases more
than 12,000 competitive exhibits, more
than half of which are animal exhibits.
More than 1,000 exhibitors and com-
petitors were from my congressional
district, like Natalie Eberly, who was
showing Polled Hereford beef cattle.

It is well known for its delicious
food, which I enjoyed and which raises
money for nonprofits that support our
agriculture community. This farm
show highlights just a sliver of the in-
dustry that employs nearly half a mil-
lion people in Pennsylvania and con-
tributes $185 billion to our economy
each year.

Special thanks to Congressman G.T.
THOMPSON, my colleague from Pennsyl-
vania, who is vice chair of the ag com-
mittee who conducted a listening ses-
sion with other members of the Penn-
sylvania delegation, as well as mem-
bers of the ag committee. I was very
pleased to welcome to Pennsylvania
ROGER MARSHALL from Kansas and
Ranking Member COLLIN PETERSON. It
was a great session with many mem-
bers of the ag community from across
Pennsylvania.

I also would like to thank Farm
Show  Executive Director Sharon
Altland for once again putting on a
fantastic show. I also thank PA Ag
Secretary Redding and U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture Under Secretary
Greg Ibach for attending and partici-
pating in the listening session as well.

Once again, fabulous show. I look for-
ward to attending again next year.

RECOGNIZING HEATHER
RICHARDSON-BERGSMA

(Mr. BUDD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize High Point native Heather
Richardson-Bergsma for qualifying for
the 2018 Winter Olympics in speed skat-
ing. Holding multiple world records,
she will be competing for her first
Olympic medal this year.

Heather’s hunger for speed skating
began at an early age. Growing up just
a few minutes from our local High
Point roller rink, Heather’s talents
were recognized by a local coach who
suggested she start taking inline speed
skating classes.

Although she was told she must wait
a full year before she could compete,
her passion and dedication for the
sport did not waiver, and a year later
she competed in her first race.

The Olympics mark crowning
achievements in every Olympian’s ca-
reer. The many years, hours, minutes,
and seconds they have devoted to
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training all come down to fulfilled
dreams and broken records.

Heather’s dedication, passion, and
perseverance demonstrate the charac-
teristics found in every great athlete. I
am proud to recognize Heather today
and I wish her the best of luck next
month.

RECOGNIZING JAVASCOUTS
ROBOTICS TEAM

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the JavaScouts, a
youth robotics team from my home-
town of New Hartford, New York.

In December, the JavaScouts com-
peted in the regional qualifier for the
FIRST Tech Challenge at Sauquoit
High School, where they qualified for
the regional championship in New
York.

The JavaScouts also received the
FIRST Tech Challenge Inspire Award,
which is presented to the team that
judges feel acted as a positive role
model to other teams and embraced the
challenge of this program.

I would like to extend my congratu-
lations to the JavaScouts team person-
ally: Keegan Birt, Liam Evans, Kyle
Grover, Ari Sprague, Kyle Tuttle, Jimi
Wadnola, and Leon Zong.

I wish the JavaScouts continued suc-
cess as they move forward to the re-
gional championship. I take great pride
and it is a great honor in representing
these young constituents who place
such an emphasis on determination, in-
genuity, and education in achieving
these many worthy goals.

———————

CONGRESSIONAL APP CHALLENGE
WINNERS

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the win-
ning team for the 2017 Congressional
App Challenge for the First District of
Georgia: Cole Goldhill, Luca Dichiera,
Joseph Kim, and Ryan Cranford.

Over the last 4 months, 190 Members
of Congress hosted the Congressional
App Challenge in their districts, where
students compete to code original apps.
4,100 students participated, submitting
over 1,000 original apps.

The winning team in Georgia’s First
Congressional District is from Rich-
mond Hill Middle School and created
the app, “Wing Finder.” This app en-
ables individuals who enjoy viewing
butterflies to find more information
about those butterflies, comparing
their wing colors to a database con-
taining numerous facts about them.

I am proud of these students in Rich-
mond Hill for doing such a great job
coding and creating this app. Seeing
what these students can achieve
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